Extract of paragraphs on Regional Climate Centres from the

Abridged Final Summaries of EC-LIII, EC-LIV and CG-XIV

EC-LIII

4.1.31 The Council was pleased to receive the report from the Intercommission Task Team on Regional Climate Centres. The Council expressed its sincere appreciation for the quality of the work undertaken by the Intercommission Task Team and, while recognizing that an important foundation had been laid, commented that more detailed preparation still needed to be made. Future work was needed to secure the leading role of NMHSs in the delivery of services in order to ensure that the development of climate services within NMHSs of developing countries was not held back, and that there was close collaboration between relevant WMO commissions and between WMO and all other bodies involved. The Council noted that the report included the Statement of User Requirements for Seasonal to Interannual Operational Prediction and Forecast Products, prepared by CCl, and a proposed list of RCC functions. The Council requested that CCl keep the Statement of User Requirements under review.

4.1.32 Noting that the concept of RCCs was widely supported within the contributing commissions, the Council confirmed that establishment of such Centres was desirable, where appropriate, to assist NMHSs to interpret and apply seasonal to interannual forecasts. The Council further confirmed that the list of RCC functions developed by the Task Team was comprehensive and that, depending on regional requirements, individual Centres might not necessarily be required to handle all functions. Furthermore, the Council recognized that the needs for establishing those Centres and the structure of such Centres, might vary between and across regions.  Individual regions might require more than a single Centre. The option of virtual centres created by networking existing organizations was also recommended for consideration. Accordingly, the Council strongly endorsed the involvement of regional associations in further activities directed at the establishment of RCCs. The Council was pleased to note the offers made by China and the Islamic Republic of Iran to host RCCs. The Council also noted that there were already existing relevant activities for operational delivery of global forecast products for climate by many national and regional Meteorological Services as identified by the Intercommission Task Team.

4.1.33 The Council confirmed that the creation of RCCs should follow the established procedures for the designation of RSMCs and that that process should involve all relevant commissions in order to discriminate clearly the additional activities of the Centres from those of existing GDPS RSMCs. The demonstration of capabilities of proposed Centres fell into the remits of both CBS and CCl.

4.1.34 The Council noted that commitments to providing operational seasonal to interannual forecasts would need to be sought from producing centres. In a first developmental stage, the Council agreed that a limited number of forecast producers with global capabilities should be approached, including both numerical and empirical producers. The Council noted that the Intercommission Task Team proposed that the following centres be approached in the first instance: the Bureau of Meteorology (Australia), the Centre for Weather Prediction and Climate Studies (Brazil), the Meteorological Service of Canada, Météo-France, the Japan Meteorological Agency, the South African Weather Bureau, the Meteorological Office (United Kingdom), the Climate Prediction Center (United States), ECMWF and the International Research Institute for Climate Prediction (United States). The Council was pleased to note that the Max Planck Institute for Meteorology in Germany had agreed to serve as a producing centre.  Recognizing that seasonal to interannual forecast capabilities existed in a substantial and growing number of centres, the Council strongly recommended that neither the initial limited list of producers, nor any subsequent expanded list, be exclusive of any organization that wished to participate provided that they could fulfill the stated requirements.

4.1.35 Considering the extent of further cross-Programme coordination necessary to establish RCCs, the Council agreed that the work of the Intercommission Task Team on Regional Climate Centres would be extended until its forty-fourth session. Accordingly, the Council adopted Resolution 7 (EC-LIII).

EC-LIV

4.1.2.9 The Council was pleased to receive the report from the Intercommission Task Team on RCCs. The Council expressed its sincere appreciation for the quality of the work undertaken by the Task Team and, while recognizing that an important foundation had been laid, commented that more detailed preparation still needed to be made as a preparation for the establishment of RCCs. Future work was needed to secure the leading role of NMHSs in the delivery of services, to ensure that the development of climate services within the NMHSs of developing countries was not held back and that there was close collaboration between relevant WMO commissions and between WMO and all other bodies involved.

4.1.2.10 Noting that the concept of RCCs was widely supported within the contributing commissions, the Council reiterated its support for the establishment of such Centres without undermining the role of NMHSs in their provision of seasonal to interannual forecasts.

4.1.2.11 The Council stressed the importance of ensuring that the RCC concept was further developed within an integrated framework of global, regional and national meteorological and related service provision so that it did not lead to any artificial division in the continuum of weather and climate services. In re-emphasizing that climate service provision was an integral part of the meteorological service role of NMSs and that the WMO system of Regional/Specialized Meteorological Centres for supporting the work of NMSs was well established, the Council further stressed that the definition of the functions, operating procedures and terminology for the issue of climate products should be carried out in close coordination with CBS, in respect of both its basic systems and public weather service responsibilities. The Council confirmed that the designation of RCCs should follow established procedures for the designation of RSMCs in order to take full account of the climate-related functions being carried out by existing GDPS RSMCs. The Council encouraged CCl, CBS and the regional associations to coordinate carefully the designation and implementation of the RCCs as soon as possible.

4.1.2.12 The Council noted the report of the second meeting (25–28 March 2002) of the Intercommission Task Team on RCCs, recognized that sufficient requirements had been proposed as functions for RCCs and acknowledged that it was now time to proceed to the establishment of the network of RCCs. The Council further noted that, based on the work of the Task Team, the regional associations should consider the issue of designating those Centres.

4.1.2.13 The Council noted and concurred with the recommendations of the Task Team. Specifically, the Council concurred that as the regional associations proposed RCCs and their functions, they should be flexible in determining the functions based on individual regional needs. However, the Council reminded the regional associations that they should consider the entire suite of climate services necessary as they deter-mined which services were necessary within the Region.  The Council noted the importance of the various functions that needed to be performed, including the continuation and expansion of the Climate Outlook Forums, climate predictions and general capacity building within the Regions.

4.1.2.14 The Council considered that in some Regions, a virtual RCC might meet the needs of the regional associations, while in others, an RCC more focused on a single institution might be required. That would be determined on a Region-by-Region basis.

4.1.2.15 The Council noted that JMA had established the Tokyo Climate Centre to provide services for Japan.  However, it further noted that some of the functions of that Centre might support the NMHSs within the Asia/Pacific area on climate information services, in particular the services on seasonal and interannual forecasts. In that connection, the Meeting of National Meteorological and Hydrological Service Directors on Advanced Climate Services in the Asia/Pacific Region was scheduled to be held in Tokyo in July 2002.

4.1.2.16 The Council concurred with the Task Team and strongly supported the need for a workshop of global producers of seasonal to interannual forecasts, including GDPS centres and institutions outside of WMO that were committed to make those products available on an operational basis. The meeting, to be coordinated by CBS, would give the state of commitments of those Centres in determining which products they were willing to make available. It would also provide an opportunity to agree on standards, formats and arrangements to make the products available on an operational basis, as well as the establishment of the operational schedule necessary for supporting the RCCs.

4.1.2.17 The Council commended the members of the Task Team for the excellent work accomplished and, especially, to the chairperson, Mr S. Mildner, and the president of CCl, Mr Y. Boodhoo.

4.1.2.18 The Council concurred with the Task Team that the work associated with the terms of reference was completed. The Council further recognized that should the need arise for further consideration of the matter, adequate structures existed within CCl and CBS for appropriate follow-up actions. The Council further concurred that through the presidents of the regional associations and the technical commissions concerned, the programme implementation of regional associations should now consider the specific RCC functionalities within each Region and begin the establishment of the RCC network.

CG-XIV

3.2.0.10
Noting the requests of Thirteenth Congress as well as the fifty-second and fifty‑third sessions of the Executive Council, Congress expressed its appreciation to the CCl for the excellent work completed by the Intercommission Task Team on Regional Climate Centres.  Congress concurred with the recommendations of that Task Team and encouraged the regional associations, in collaboration with the Long-Range Forecast (LRF) Global Producing Centres (GPCs), to carefully and efficiently consider the needs and requirements of RCCs, and to develop the appropriate terms of reference prior to initiating the process needed to establish RCCs, with the guidance of CCl and CBS.  Congress took note of the offers made by Members to host RCCs.  Congress urged CCl to develop guidelines and procedures to assist the regional associations in the implementation of the RCC’s.


