MEETING NOTE: CO-CHAIRS OF THE TASK TEAM ON ‘THE PROVISION OF SEASONAL TO INTER-ANNUAL FORECASTS AND REGIONAL CLIMATE CENTRE SERVICES’ FOR RA V

18 March 2003, Singapore

The Co-Chairs of the RA V Task Team, Dr Jim Salinger and Dr Lim Tian Kuay Lim met in Singapore from 0900 to 1200 on 18 March 2003.  

Dr Salinger outlined the results of the preliminary meeting of the Task Team held on 13 and 14 August 2002 in Auckland.  This meeting was a sub-regional one, comprising representatives from Australia, New Zealand, south and north Pacific parts of RA V.  This meeting had agreed that RA V would determine the number of regional climate centres (RCCs), and that participation by all countries should be inclusive.  NMHSs are the customers of RCC products and services.  The functions of RCCs in RA V are listed in Appendix III of the meeting report, and those that were important to this part of RA V were identified.  The meeting also agreed on the concept of a few or several virtual RCCs for RA V, with close coordination among members.  This meeting recommended that members of RA V in southeast Asia are to be advised of the options explored at this meeting, especially to the concept of several or a few virtual RCCs in RA V and be asked to gauge how their NMHSs and climate centres/agencies could contribute to this option.

Dr Tian Kuay outlined the concept of the Asean Climate Centre, which comprised of Mynamur, Thailand, Cambodia, Malaysia, Singapore, Indonesia and the Phillippines They are working together to collecting regional climate observations, synthesizing products from global production centres for the  production  seasonal to interannual forecasts for the equatorial areas of  the south east Asian parts of RA II and RA V.  

The Co-Chairs agreed that several regional climate centres in RA V were most appropriate, and that these should align themselves along climatological/meteorological regions that are coherent.  As a working proposal the following seem appropriate for RA V:

1. Asean centre.  The dominant meteorological features are the biennial rainfall cycle driven by the migration of circulation driven by the annual cycle between the Asian and Australian monsoon.  Such a centre would comprise partnerships between countries in both RA II and RA V.  

2. Australian centre.  The circulation in the continent of Australia is largely affected by the Australian monsoon during the austral summer, especially in the north half, and the anticyclonic belt and the westerlies along the southern coasts.  This centre already exists in the form of the National Climate Centre of the Australian Bureau of Meteorology. 

3. South Pacific Centre.  This area is mainly affected by the seasonal movement and vigour of the South Pacific Convergence Zone, and its interaction with the south east trades and anticyclonic belt, with the Intertropical Convergence Zone on its northern boundary.  Partners involved would include American Samoa, Australia, Cook Islands, Fiji, French Polynesia, Kiribati, Nauru, New Caledonia, New Zealand, Niue, Papua New Guinea, Samoa, Solomon Islands, Tokelau, Tonga, Tuvalu and Vanuatu.  Such a centre would be virtual, with partners contributing as they are possible.

4. North Pacific Centre.  The most important features affecting seasonal climate variation in the North Pacific is the variation of the Intertropical Convergence Zone with the north east trade winds.  Likely partners are Guam, Palau, Federated States of Micronesia, Marshall  Islands, and Hawaii.  

Actions

1. Dr Salinger is to interact with Australian and Pacific members of RA V and the Task Team on the working proposal for the three RCCs in this region and identify roles of members and regional organizations in these.

2. Dr Tian Kuay is to interact with appropriate members of RA II and RA V on the proposed Asean RCC, as well as identifying roles of members and regional organizations in the RCC.

3. Dr Salinger will discuss the concept further with NOAA in Washington, and NOAAs National Weather Service in Hawaii in June 2003.

4. Dr Salinger will assemble relevant members of the Task Team at the next Regional Meteorological Directors of Pacific Island countries meeting scheduled in Tonga for August 2003 for further discussion.

5. Dr Salinger and Dr Tian Kuay will then communicate via e-mail with the nominated members of the Task Team to prepare a report for RA V on Climate Related Matters and the President of RA V.  This report will:

· Compile a Statement of Requirements for Seasonal and Interannual Forecasts and Related RCCs Services for RA V referring to the PMSNAP and GCOS Action and Implementation Plans

· Confirm the Capabilities of Members/Centres Within and Outside the Region to Provide Regional Forecasts Products and Meet RCCs Requirements (including training) as required by Members of the Region.

· Advise on Suitable Infrastructures and Organizational Settings for Meeting Members Requirements for Season and Interannual Forecast and RCC Services, Giving Consideration to Virtual RCCs.

· Prepare a recommended Mechanism for Consideration by the RA V Working Group on Climate Related Matter (WG-CRM) and approval by the RA V President based upon the Recommendations of WG-CRM by Mid-2003.

